
Good bye summer, we hate to see you go. Fall is just a few weeks away, so I’ll take a minute to 
reminisce about our Garden Club summer. In June we held our installation of officers at the lovely 
Heritage Hill gazebo. The Garden Fairy, AKA, Karen O’Brien conducted the ceremonies and gave 
handmade garden bangles to the officers. Be sure to check out the photos. In July the old and new 
boards got together for a meeting where we brainstormed new programs and projects to make this 
the best year yet.

Moving into fall, we are finally going to be meeting at the Beach and Tennis Club again. No more 
zoom or parks, we hope. The first board meeting will be September 3rd and the regular meeting 
will be September 17th. Meeting inside will present some challenges due to Covid-19, which 
seems determined to stick around with it’s infectious variants. As I write this, the club has not set  
guidelines, but to protect our at risk members and vulnerable families, we are suggesting that  
anyone who hasn’t been vaccinated wear a mask. Uncomfortable, yes, but someone could be  
asymptomatic and unknowingly spread the virus. Please be thoughtful and kind to your  
fellow gardeners.

At the initial meeting we will have our traditional ‘Meet and Greet’ where you can get to know 
your board members, and learn about the club and the volunteer opportunities. There are still 
committee positions available, and your president would be thrilled to have you volunteer for  
one. It will be a time to renew old acquaintances, and meet new members. We will also have a raffle 
for the remaining Disneyland tickets.

I thought ‘Seeds from the President’ was an appropriate title for this letter as many of us have been 
collecting seeds this summer. Bring your seeds and teaspoons to the first meeting. We will sort  

and package them into small envelopes to 
share and exchange. Any seeds that have 
been collected should be stored in paper  
envelopes to prevent mold from forming. 

Summer is leaving us, but the weather  
doesn’t know it, so enjoy the beautiful  
sunshine and keep gardening.

Pat  Chong
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 SEEDS FROM THE PRESIDENTEXECUTIVE BOARD: 

President Pat Chong

1st VP (Programs) Barbara Hogan  
 and Sandy Ueeck               

2nd VP (Membership) Jan Little  
 and Ramilla Lewis

3rd VP (Ways and Means) Anne Breuer 
 and Marilyn Hill  

Recording Secretary Roxie Aird 

Treasurer Joanne Gillespie 
 Assistant-Linda 
Martin   

Corresponding Secretary Rita Bradley 

Parliamentarian Barbara Foster  

Historian Margie Carone

COMMITTEE  CHAIRS

CGCI Representative Pat Chong

City of Lake Forest Liaison Martha McCarthy 

Communication TBD 

Web Master Suzanne Hall 

Newsletter: Latha Kumar 

Publicity  Kenton Boettcher

Set up/Beach & Tennis Liaison Carol Giovinazzo  

Garden Exchange Rita Bradley  

Greeters Luci Knight 
 and Beverly Vargish  

Hospice Nadine Melberg  

Hospitality Cheryl Weaver 
 and Anna Waugh  

Inspiration Geri Medway 

Penny Pines Susan Halsted  

Raffle TBD                         

Activities TBD

Butterfly/Pollinator Kits Barb Hochgesang 
 and Carol Kocalis  

Flower Show (April)  TBD

Garden Tour TBD                                          

Philanthropic TBD    

Pre-School Garden  Bev Vargish                                                   

Scholarships Dorina Tan    

Trips & Tours TBD

Garden Exchange Rita Bradley

Seed Exchange  Karen O’Brien  

“Where There  
is a Garden  

there is Hope”



PROGRAMS
Welcome Back!  Happy to announce we will start the  
2021-2023 in person meetings AGAIN.

NO MORE ZOOM for now.

We will be back at the Beach & Tennis Club, which has un-
dergone extensive renovations.

Our initial meeting is a “Meet and Greet” and will focus on 
getting to know our new 2021-2023 board members and 
any new members.  We will be doing an introduction of new 
board members to the group, including their experience,  
both inside and outside of the club.  We still have volunteer  
opportunities available and will review those with the group.  
We will also ask our new members to give a quick  
introduction to the group.   All in all, it will be a good time to 
renew acquaintances from the past, meet new people that will 
become new friends and members.  We look forward to seeing 
everyone at our first meeting on September 17th at 9:30 am.  

*** With the increase of Covid cases, we may want to wear masks 
for our own protection, the protection of others, and for the 
protection of vulnerable family members. We will have to remain 
flexible as the situation changes.

HOSPICE FLOWERS
Due to Beach and Tennis room restrictions on numbers of attendees hospice flowers for Memorial Care of 
Saddleback hospital will be arranged on the third Wednesday of September at the home of Nadine Melberg.  
Due to the rise in the deviant Covid many hospice patients cannot have deliveries of arrangements at this time.  

We have been delivering a few arrangements since April but each month’s needs vary greatly at this time.   
I have a list of people who have participated in the past who I  inform by the second Friday of the month.   
If you wish to be added to the list or removed from the list send an email to nadine.melberg@gmail.com.

MEMBERSHIP
Our membership team would like to remind you that if you 
have not already done so, to please send your dues in before 
the September meeting if you want to be included in the 
printed 2021-22 Directory.  

You can send dues to Ramilla Lewis (21041 Providence,  
Lake Forest, CA 92630) or Jan Little (31920 Paseo Navarra,  
San Juan Capistrano, CA, 92675.  

Also we are still accepting new members from now until 
September  The yearly dues are $20 for one person, $25 for a 
couple.  We look forward to seeing you in September.

JUNE - CHANGE OF GUARD: 2021-2023



Hundred Years Ago - 1920s-30s 
Potted Plants Hit the Markets

In 1926, California-based Monrovia became one of the first commercial nurseries to sell potted plants grown right in the container; 
this drove selection for plants with compact root systems, and home gardeners could finally select flowers that didn’t have to be 
grown from seed or bulb. This sudden availability and variety of plants drove even more garden trends. Elsewhere in California, plant 
and garden societies began cropping up left and right: the American Begonia Society and the American Amaryllis Society (now the 
International Bulb Society) both opened within a year of each other in the early 1930s. Many of the garden plants that we think of as 
“old ladyish”—roses, hollyhocks, foxglove, delphiniums, carnations, and columbines—were hugely popular in the 1930s, showing up 
everywhere from gardens and bouquets to fashion and wallpaper.

NEW FUN ACTIVITY “SEED SAVING”

Are you saving your seeds?   
It’s not too late to collect those seeds from your garden!  

Bring your seeds and 1/4 tsp. and 1/2 tsp. measuring 
spoons.  We will provide all the rest.  We will have 
small paper envelopes to put your seeds in and label 
to have them ready for sharing later.  Remember - if 
you’re saving seeds, collect only dry seeds (not green), 
keep them dry by storing in paper bags, envelopes, etc.

We hope this will bring new flowers, fruits, herbs, and 
vegetables to your gardens - an opportunity to try 
something new and have fun doing so!

PLANTING AT THIS TIME OF YEAR

Beets & other root vegetables. Carrots can take weeks to germinate, but other  
root vegetables like beets, parsnips, radishes and turnips grow easily from seed.  

BERRIES 

BOK CHOY 

BROCCOLI & THE BRASSICAS 

CELERY

FLOWERS

GARLIC, ONIONS & LEEKS

HERBS

Just  for Laughs

Did you know?

AUGUST - GLADIOLUS  & POPPY
The gladiolus, or ‘sword lily,’ represents  
remembrance, calm, integrity, & infatuation.

Gladiolus indicates that the heart is being 
 “pierced with love.”

A red poppy signifies pleasure;  
A white poppy is given for  
consolation; and,  
A yellow poppy wishes wealth 
and success.



SATURDAY, September 18th, 2021 
8 AM-12 PM

UCCE MASTER GARDENERS OF 
ORANGE COUNTY  

POP-UP PLANT GIVEAWAY

Presented by the 

UCCE Master Gardeners of Orange County

mgorange.ucanr.edu ucanr.edu/mfpoc

21601 Rio Verde
Lake Forest, CA 92630

Selections available:
Succulents, Flowers and Fall 

Vegetables. 

• 1 FREE plant for each visitor

• Additional plants $1 each 
• Gardening, composting, pest & irrigation   

questions answered by UC Master 
Gardeners of Orange County

• Visit our free hotline: UCCEOCMGhotline@ucanr.edu
Advise to Grow By…Ask Us

It is the policy of the University of California (UC) and the UC Division of Agriculture & Natural Resources not to engage in discrimination against or harassment of any person in any 
of its programs or activities (Complete nondiscrimination policy statement can be found at http://ucanr.edu/sites/anrstaff/files/215244.pdf). Inquiries regarding ANR’s 
nondiscrimination policies may be directed to UCANR, Affirmative Action Compliance & Title IX Officer, University of California, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 2801 Second 
Street, Davis, CA 95618, (530) 750-1343.

Free, Open to the Public


