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The President's Buzz for January 2021
Happy New Year Garden Club:

We continue our 2020-2021 as our 50th anniversary year holding virtual meetings in our homes and 
chatting with our friends and family remotely.  But some things have remained the same, namely our 
resiliency in gardening and developing new interests, giving us a sense of stability, peace and gratitude.

Please read the article in the newsletter for updates on our Penny Pines Fundraiser and help spread the 
word, to generate more donations to reach our goal to restore our local forests.  We are close to halfway of 
the $5,000 goal.  While we continue to meet remotely, we are also considering some creative ways of 
hosting the Annual Plant Sake and Garden Boutique. We welcome any ideas/suggestions from all of you.

We will continue to BEE creative and flexible as we continue as the LFGC “Co-Queen Bees”.  2021 is the 
year to release your creative “inner worker bee” as a member of LFGC! This hive needs your input! Let’s  
buzz in 2021 and “bee involved”. 

Ginny Heard (c/949.294.5972) and Ramilla Lewis (h/949.458.6215) 
2020-2021 LFGC Co-Presidents 

The Return of the Busy Bees (“No Flower Left Behind”)

http://www.LakeForestGardenClub.net


CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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FIELD TRIPS & TOURS

Due to the Corona Virus and the Centers for 
Control and Disease Prevention (CDC) 

recommemdations Field Trips & Tours have been 
cancelled indefinitely. 

JANUARY SPEAKER

Your LFGC Vice-Presidents 
for Programs have a very 
interesting and timely 
program arranged for our 
January General Meeting on 
Friday, January 15, 2021.  Our 
speaker, Teri Lane, comes to 
us from the Irvine Ranch 
Conservancy, and will be 

discussing The Conservancy's native seed farm and 
the replanting of their national natural landmark 
areas. 
The Irvine Ranch covers close to 40,000 acres of 
open space which has been designated a Natural 
Landmark by the State of California and the U.S. 
Dept. of the Interior.  This Landmark is part of the 
50,000 acres of land preserved on the historic Irvine 
Ranch.  In past years the Irvine Ranch has been 
recognized for its biological and geological features.  
All of these designations have helped lead the way 
for the state to designate the first California Natural 
Landmark with recognition and encouragement of 
stewardship of the amazing examples of natural 
resources in our area. Therefore, it seems only natural 
that, knowing our responsibility to this land, and the 
natural disasters that can befall us, that it would be 
imperative that there be plants grown for seed harvest 
and botanical restoration.  And this is all in our very 
own backyard!

 Ms. Lane is versed in local native plants, how the 
native seed farm works, and information about our 
precious landmark area. She is a docent at the farm, 
and has numerous stories and photos to share.  In 
addition, Ms. Lane works regularly at the Bommer 
Canyon Nature Garden.  We hope you will join us 
this Friday for an entertaining and significantly 
important presentation about the Irvine Ranch 
Conservancy.  See you on Friday!
Website:  www.irconservancy.org
Phone:  (714)508-4757
Address:  4727 Portola 
Parkway,  Irvine, CA  
92620

NOW ACCEPTING NEW MEMBERS

We accept new members 
in September and 
January.  If you have a 
friend or two who ‘ve 
expressed interest in 
joining, please have 
them contact Linda Min 
at 
linda.min@camoves.com

The reduced membership dues are $20.00.

http://www.irconservancy.org/
mailto:linda.min@camoves.com


MEMBERS CORNER
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

The Carnation is the 
primary flower for 
everyone born in January.

It’s also known as dianthus, sweet william or 
gillyflower. The carnation blooms in almost all the 
colors of the rainbow, like purple, red, yellow and 
even green. Carnations may look delicate but they 
can grow under extreme circumstances and will 
bloom during the winter months, as long as it’s not 
freezing. 

This flower symbolizes fascination, love and 
remembrance.

Carnation Colors & Meanings

Light Red Admiration
Dark Red Deep Love
White Innocence, Pure Love
Pink Affection, A Mother’s Love
Purple Capriciousness
Yellow Disappointment, Rejection
Striped (any color) Regret

Ten ways horticulture helps us heal, 
overcome anxiety and lift low mods.

Click on the link…

https://
www.psychologytoday.
com/us/blog/worry-
and-panic/201505/
petal-power-why-is-
gardening-so-good-
our-mental-health

The Penny Pines project is even more critical 
due to 4 million Acres of forests burned in 

2020
Your donation will help bring much needed new 

life to our National Forests. 
YOU can help by donating to the Penny Pines Project 
Under the California Garden Clubs, Inc. With the 
devastating fires ravaging through California, the 
National forests will need  even more financial assistance 
to replenish the areas devastated by the fires.
The Lake Forest Garden Club (LFGC)  has been 
committed towards the Penny Pines Reforestation and 
Conservation Program for years.  The Penny Pines 
Program plays a vital role both in renewing the national 
forests in California and in multiple-use management. 
Trees help the ground store precious water, protect 
against soil erosion and add to the scenic beauty of the 
national forests.
The funds for Penny Pines are used for preparation of 
plantation sites, planting seedlings grown in Forest 
Service Nurseries,  maintaining existing tree stands, 
improving wildlife habitat, or replanting burnt or 
otherwise damaged forests in conjunction with federal 
funds.

In order to help them, the LFGC has decided to reach out 
to our community and their friends and family.  We have 
a goal of $5,000.00, and we hope with additional help we 
will reach that goal. 

A donation of $68 or multiples of $68 can be designated 
to any one of fourteen National Forests in CA “In 
Memory Of” or “In Honor Of” a loved one. Smaller 
donations are welcome and are  combined to total $68, 
the minimum to designate to a specific forest.  

Donations can be made: By check: Please make the 
check out to LFGC and write “Penny Pines donation” in 
the memo line.  Please be assured that your entire 
donation goes directly to Penny Pines.

Please send donations to the care of:
 LFGC Penny Pines, Linda Martin 

at 22921 Ridge Route Dr, Lake Forest, CA 92630 
by 5:00P February 28, 2021

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/worry-and-panic/201505/petal-power-why-is-gardening-so-good-our-mental-health
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/worry-and-panic/201505/petal-power-why-is-gardening-so-good-our-mental-health
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/worry-and-panic/201505/petal-power-why-is-gardening-so-good-our-mental-health
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/worry-and-panic/201505/petal-power-why-is-gardening-so-good-our-mental-health
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/worry-and-panic/201505/petal-power-why-is-gardening-so-good-our-mental-health
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/worry-and-panic/201505/petal-power-why-is-gardening-so-good-our-mental-health
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/worry-and-panic/201505/petal-power-why-is-gardening-so-good-our-mental-health
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Nominating Committee for 2020-2021+
In accordance with LFGC Bylaws (pg. 11 of directory), 
we replace our Board members and most committee 
chairs every one or two years.  Some positions were to 
have been replaced for 2020-2021, but those officers 
extended their positions this year due to the pandemic.

We normally form a nominating Committee in March, 
but we are seeking to get an early start on this due to the 
pandemic. We need three volunteers: ONE BOARD 
MEMBER and TWO MEMBERS FROM THE 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP.  This Committee is to seek 
out candidates for the garden club positions (list will be 
provided before March). In May, the Committee is to 
submit the names of willing candidates to be approved by 
membership.  In June, the new Board and Committee 
chairs will be installed. 

Due to the extended pandemic situation, we must act now 
to accomplish this. Members filling positions currently 
will publish their duties for our monthly Newsletter - a 
few will be featured over the next few months.  Please 
consider how you can help in the leadership of our club.

Presidents:
• Ensure the smooth operation of the Garden club 

over their two year term. 
• Work collectively with an inspiring  Board and 

Committee Chairs group and also with an active 
membership/

• Plan agendas and preside over all monthly Board 
and general meetings. 

• Discuss and plan the annual budget for the 
upcoming year. 

• Review and approve the Newsletter and meeting 
minutes before they are distributed to the 
membership.

• Sign checks, as requested by the Treasurer(s).

• They may also attend other California Garden 
meeting, if so desired.

The First Vice-President:

The First Vice-President shall preside in the absence of 

the President, shall be Program Chairman, and may co-
sign checks.  In addition, the First Vice-President will 
represent the President if the President is unavailable to 
attend a function requiring Lake Forest Garden Club 
representation.  As part of the duties of the Program 
Chairman, he/she will research programs and speakers 
for the designated general meeting dates for the months 
of September, October, November, January, March, 
April, and May.  The First Vice President will then 
procure the speakers (for each month) which they have 
chosen with attention to the interests of the members of 
the club, staying within the budget determined by the 
Executive Board at the beginning of the year (Sept.)  
Prior to each meeting, the First Vice-President will 
confer with the Executive Board and the Committee 
Chairs, as needed, concerning room set-up, necessary 
audio-visual equipment, scheduling, etc. 

Treasurer:

Although all board members share equal responsibility 
for the financial health of LFGC, the treasurer plays a 
critical role in sustaining the organization, maintaining 
essential stakeholder confidence and supporting overall 
mission effectiveness.

In this role the Treasurer sets a tone of integrity and 
high standards in the oversight of cash, checks and 
deposits in a timely and secure manner. Some of the 
activities to do so include:  manage filings (State, 
Federal and CGCI), safeguard LFGC assets, data, and 
personal information, prepare timely financial reports, 
plan and evaluate club activities with a budget, as well 
as encourage and equip fellow members to participate in 
financial management duties.

Historian:

Historian for LFGC is a fun way of staying involved in 
the club’s activities by documenting with photos, the 
events, meetings, and club outings., and yes, we will 
return to normal this year!  There will be great 
presentations, workshops and field trips to attend.  The 
photos will be stored on a flash drive, eliminating the 
hard copies of digital photobooks and saving a few trees 
in the process.  If you would be interested in becoming 
the next LFGC Historian, contact Bonnie Oakden - 
boakden@gmail.com

mailto:boakden@gmail.com


CLUB NOTES 

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

Thanks to Kellog’s Garden 
Products donor of the soil 

for our Plant Sale & 
Boutique.
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HOW TO REACH US …

Co-Presidents: Ginny Heard
949.294.5972

Ramilla Lewis
949.458.6215

Or check our yearbook for a full listing of 
Committee Chairs

Rose Care
By Kathy Bramhall, Red Bluff Garden Club

Golden Garden e-News

After all the Christmas rush 
and the Bah-Humbug of 
2020 in general, I am 
thinking about my spring 
garden, especially my 60+ 
roses as they need advanced 
tender loving care.

Pruning Time - My goal is to get my roses pruned by 
Super Bowl Sunday for a mid-April/early-May bloom. 
If the weather is cooler the main flush of bloom could be 
delayed to mid-May. If pruning is delayed later than 
early February you could run into hot weather and the 
blooms won’t be of superior quality. Pruning is okay 
before Super Bowl Sunday; however don’t apply fer- 
tilizer until February as a late cold snap could damage 
the new growth.

Pruning Process – On all roses cut out all dead wood. 
Cut out the weakest of any crossing branches. If your 
roses are grafted, keep cuts above the graft union. 
Hybrid Teas and Floribunda bushes can be pruned down 
to 3-5 main canes of 2-3 feet high. Miniature roses can 
get out of hand too; prune to fit the container or area 
where planted.

Eliminate Disease – I don’t like using chemical sprays, 
so it is important to clean up around the roses after 
pruning. If your rose leaves have black spot or rust strip 
them off and burn or trash—do not compost.

Mulch – Apply or reapply mulch to protect from the 
cold and heat and conserve water. (Roses like lots of 
water.)
I recommend mulch that will decompose in a couple of 
years as it helps improve the soil.

Fertilize – Roses are heavy feeders. Feed roses after 
pruning. Organic fertilizer is best for improving the soil, 
however organics are generally more costly than 
chemical fertilizer and the roses don’t care. Feed roses 
monthly February through June. Do not fertilize during 
the hot summer months, do a final feeding in October.
Other maintenance – Deadhead roses as needed. Make 
a clean cut below the spent bloom at a healthy node with 
3-5 leaves.



ACTIVITIES IN THE GARDEN 

January Tips from UCCE Master 
Gardeners of OC: 

Plant:

In the ground: lettuce, carrots, beets, parsnips, 
potatoes, celeric, radishes, spinach.
In containers: lettuce, cabbage, broccoli, kale, chard, 
peas, fava beans, lentils, garbanzo beans.
Plant bare-root fruits: blackberries, blueberries, 
raspberries, and strawberries.
Order onion sets (dormant bulbs) to plant in 
February. Short-day onions are best—they form 
bulbs with 10–12 hours of daylight. Plant them in 
full sun and amend the soil with compost. Water 
regularly.

Maintainance:

Prune dormant fruit trees and vines: such as 
apricot, peach, apple, and grape. To prevent peach 
leaf curl, apply a copper-based spray.

Fertilize established stone fruit trees with a 
granular organic fruit tree fertilizer. The label will 
tell you how much to use, based on tree size.

Prune dormant roses.  Clean up dead, diseased, or 
crossing branches; then cut back canes by about 1/3, 
trimming just above outward-facing canes.

Check drip irrigation systems for leaks or kinks.  
Open the ends of drip lines and run the system for a 
few minutes to flush or install self-regulating auto-
flush valves.

Make a watering basin around newly planted trees 
and shrubs, out to the tree’s drip line. Let the hose 
drip into the basin to saturate the soil, then add a 3- 
to 4-inch-thick layer of mulch, keeping it away 

February Tips from UCCE Master 
Gardeners of OC: 

Although February is not the best month to do much 
planting, camellias and azaleas are the exception. They 
are some of the few plants that are dormant while in 
bloom so transplanting should not have any effect on 
their buds. 
Be sure to keep the ground clean around all your shrubs 
and perennials that are prone to fungal diseases, 
especially camellias. Rain can turn the buds and blooms 
brown around the edges of camellias so it makes sense 
to pick them all off after it rains so their energy goes 
into the unblemished blossoms.

Deadhead winter blooming flowers to extend their 
bloom. Cut back any perennials and shrubs that have 
gotten leggy or woody over the cool months. 

Cut back any tropical plants that have suffered with the 
cold weather such as begonias and cannas.

Spreading around some organic fertilizer this month 
will reward you with strong growth and blooms in the 
following warmer months. Organics do not have the 
stimulating effect that synthetics do, so they will not 
force plants to put out tender growth while the 
temperatures are still cool.

Keep watch for snails and slugs that tend to be active in 
the damp weather. Handpick them and dispose of them 
in soapy water or use organic bait that will not harm 
pets.
Plant herbs and cool-weather vegetables: Herbs such as 
parsley, oregano and thyme can be planted now.  

February is also the optimal time to plant asparagus, 
beets, broccoli, cabbage, carrots, lettuce, onions, peas, 
potatoes, radishes, turnips and rutabaga. They will be 
ready to harvest in spring.

Mosquitoes breed in anything that holds standing 
water: pots, buckets, dishes, and birdbaths, etc. 
Hose out birdbaths regularly and empty vessels 
filled with dirty water.

AFFILIATIONS
Orange County District Garden Club

California Garden Clubs, Inc.
Pacific Region of NGC

National Garden Clubs, Inc.
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