
Lake Forest Garden Club
Minutes of Board Meeting

January 3, 2020

Members Present:

Nadine Melberg
Carol Giovinasso
Cheryl Weaver
Debbie Verplancke
Diane Boeck
Noel De Sota
Bev Vargish
Carol Chirpich
Beckie Splittgerber
Kevin Boettcher
Stephanie Gillette
Rita Bradley
Janine Lapinski
Dorina Tan
Karen O”Brien
Ginny Heard
Ramilla Lewis
Ann Breuer
Pat Chong

The meeting was opened at 9:05AM by Co-President Ginny Heard. 

The Minutes of November Board Meeting were approved as e-mailed.

Treasurer’s Report. Nadine Melberg gave the treasurers report: Balance as of 
December 1, 2019, $20,835.43; checks and withdrawals, $801.83, deposits and 
credits, $128.69. Balance as of December 31, 2019, $16,162.29.

Unfinished Business

The Holiday Party on 12/10/19 was a success and the field trip to the Mission San 
Juan Capistrano on December 13, 2019 was “amazing”.

Input for the January Newsletter is due by Monday, 1/6/2020, 9PM to Pilar Vergara 
and to both presidents for review.

The location of the past president’s trees is pending. Patti Carlson and Stephanie 
Gillette will make the decision.



There was a discussion about the bench to be donated in honor of the clubs 50th 
anniversary. It was suggested that it be given to replace one of several old, rotting 
benches in Serrano Park.

The raised bed planters at El Toro Mobile Estates was discussed and it was decided 
not to go forward with the project.

New Business

Ginny said that Ann Breuer made a request on behalf of the Beach and Tennis Club 
board. They are asking for the LFGC to design landscaping and purchase plants for 
the corner of Overlake and Islemar. The HOA would do the planting. There was 
discussion and it was tabled until the February board Meeting.

Nina needs 4” to 3-gallon size plastic pots for the boutique.  She has potting material 
on the side of her house for those who need it to prep for the boutique.

There was a discussion about how to get members more involved. It was suggested 
and decided to have a demonstration table of crafts and/or gardening at the January 
general meeting. Kenton suggested a demonstration and hands-on participation of 
rose pruning at Heritage Hill. Noel suggested a craft of a succulent wreath. Karen 
O’Brien suggested decorating cans for the 50th anniversary and Ginny asked for flats 
for the demonstration table. Carol Chirpich will contact Pilar to put the 
announcement of the demonstration table in the newsletter. (Final decision was: 
Gardening: Explanation and Distribution of flats for Edibles/Seed-Growing 
Craft: Bottlecap Lady Bugs for “extras” to put in Boutique plant arrangements.

Programs.  In January, Kris Bonner will speak on “Raised Beds for Vegetable 
Gardening”. February is the Annual Tea, and March is a program by the Bee People.  
The flower show in April will have independent judges, and Kathy from Green 
Thumb will speak on monarch butterflies.

Secretary.  Pat Chong asked for volunteers to be her shadow and possibly become 
secretary next year.

Corresponding Secretary. Rita requests cute sayings, poems, etc. to include in 
cards to members.

CGCI. Beckie announced that the Winter CGCI meeting will be February 3-6 at the 
Queen Mary. The district meeting will be Feb. 24 at Sherman Gardens; the 
presentation will be on Staghorn Ferns.

Publicity. Kenton reported on the postcards for the boutique. He said that Barbara 
Hogan is helping and doing a great job. He announced the Santa Barbara Orchid 
Show bus trip is on March 14th, and the cost is ~$40. 



Set-up. Carol G. asked for any requests for the January meeting set-up including the 
demonstration table. 

Hospice. Nadine read a touching thank you note from a patient’s family.

Penny Pines. Carol reported on Penny Pines.

R.affle.  The raffle is set for the January general meeting, and Jan Little needs 
donations.

Activities.  Nadine, treasurer, needs dates by Jan. 7th of activities using the club 
facilities.

Butterfly Kits. Barbara Hochgesang has replaced Ramilla as Chairperson.

Garden Tour.  Karen O’Brien is willing to teach someone how to run the Garden 
tour. There was a brief discussion that potentially we could do a fundraiser at a 
couple of restaurants after instead of having a catered lunch in the efforts to simplify 
this event preparation. As a board, this is a “core event” of the club – to share our 
gardens.

Scholarship. Dorina reported that Linda Martin helped to reword the scholarship 
letter with “scholarship funds up to $2500” to allow some flexibility in the awards 
and the possibility to be broken up into smaller amounts. April 10 is the deadline. A 
needs consideration will be added to qualifications to encourage additional students 
to apply. It will be announced in the newsletter.

Field Trips. There will be a trip to Casa Romantica in San Clemente on Feb. 19, and 
a trip to the Kellogg House in Santa Ana on April 8th. There will also be Biagio’s 
fundraiser.

Beach & Tennis Club Board Request: Ann Breuer made a presentation of the 
Beach and Tennis Club’s request for the LFGC to design and provide plants for two 
areas at the corner of Islamar and Overlake.  She said that there is an irrigation 
system and the HOA will plant and maintain the area. She wants a resolution this 
week. There was opportunity for questions from those present. LFGC will have 
several members view the area to determine if the project is feasible and/or if there 
is money in the existing budget to meet the request, and will report back to Ann.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:45am.

Respectfully submitted,

Pat Chong
Pat Chong, Secretary


