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PRESIDENT’S BUZZ
We’ve been buzzing through the past year under extreme social conditions, but have successfully connected with some 
members of the club and the surrounding community. During these months, we relied heavily on communications 
electronically and virtually.  We are grateful for buzzing in an era of electronics, to keep us socially connected. 
As a recap of this year most of our communication in our hive has been virtual, while few events were held outdoors with 
safety precautions in place.  Adjustments were made to accommodate the situations as we went from live to virtual. The virtual 
meetings were buzzing activity with speakers, presentations and even a demonstrations, covering a wide variety of garden-
related topics.  Here’s a summary of our experiences:
~ We celebrated and commemorated the clubs’ 50th anniversary covid-style, with the safe distribution of gifts at Heritage Hill 

to all members to who attended. 
~ We’ve discovered new local fabulous parks to buzz around for “Talks in the Parks” and our varied walks in the parks.
~ Birthdays were celebrated by drive by parade of decorated cars, as was the scholarship awards.
~ The Annual plant and Garden boutique sale was restructured as three mini boutiques/ garage sales in members’ driveways.  

The residents and members of the club buzzed by, purchasing a variety of plants that were nurtured or potted by our 
supporting members.  This helped generate some honey to reinforce our hive to sustain us during these lean months. 

~ We also welcomed new members to our hive to add new talent to our hive.
~ New fundraising initiatives were created,  for additional funds for reforestation, with Penny Pines and Big Basin. 
~ Past Presidents were dedicated by the planting of two Crape Myrtles at Cherry Park.
~ The annual club contribution to the City of Lake Forest bench will be constructed shortly.  
~ The annual home tour was substituted by a voluntary drive-by, walk through tour through member’s fabulous front yards, 

followed by a short video of the pictures captured from this event. 
But wait—there’s still more: We have one last general meeting on May 21, 2021 with a Butterfly Presentation and most 
importantly the voting on our 2021-2022 Officers. Please save Friday June 11, 11AM for the installation of the incoming 
Executive Officers. Further details will be furnished as available.
It’s been fun buzzing along with you’ll as we tried to adjust to the changing times.  We are looking forward to the “new 
normal” years ahead to continue buzzing along all the different flowers we find along the way.

The Return of the Busy Bees  
(“No Flower Left Behind”), 
Ginny Heard, cell/949.294.5972  
Ramilla Lewis, home/949.458.6215 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

GARDEN PARTY SERIES
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CLUB ACTIVITIES

“Lake Forest Garden Club” the 
“BEST GARDEN CLUB IN THE WORLD” 

A Year in Review
The Lake Forest Garden Club met the challenges of the 
2020-21 year with creativity, inclusion and determination. 
 Although the Covid pandemic created a situation where in-
person, indoor meetings were not possible, the Club’s 
leadership worked hard to give the membership social 
interaction laced with gardening expertise, regardless of the 
challenges.  We are very proud of the ingenuity of our board 
and committees to stay relevant, even polling the 
membership through focus phone calls and focus meetings 
in the park and trying out new ideas.
Looking back on what was our 50th year anniversary, we 
are proud to have grown to 104 members.  Karen O’Brien, 
the committee chairman along with her committee had 
planned a large 50th celebration which had to be scaled 
back.  Member directories, garden discounts and a special 
commemorative gift were distributed to members at 
Heritage Hill.

The membership was offered multiple online resources such 
as videos, webinars and YouTube recordings on garden-
related topics from various expert sources, such as the CA 
Native Plant Society, IRWD, OC Master Gardeners, and the 
City of Lake Forest.

Our monthly meetings began in September on Zoom. The 
Program Committee (Noel De Sota, Cheryl Weaver and 
Diane Boeck) were able to bring a number of interesting 
speakers and topics to the group.  These included:

*Master Gardener Kris Bonner  “Growing Succulents”
* Teri Lane from the Irvine Ranch Conservancy “Native 
Seed Farm and the Replanting of their National Natural 
Landmark Areas”.
*Florence LeFranc, Certified Medicinal Herbalist “The 
Benefits of Herbal Medicine”
*Kris Bonner -Growing Cool/Summer Weather Vegetables
*Master Gardener Chris Drees - “Butterflies in Your 
Garden”

The Zoom Holiday meeting included a slide show of 
members’ holiday decorations and a cookbook put together 
by Barbara Hogan filled with favorite holiday recipes from 
our members.  Yum!
Other fun meetings included a Zoom Valentine’s luncheon, 
where members were encouraged to wear red, don an 
interesting hat and bring a favorite teacup.  A decorating 
contest was held through photos, and a $25 gift certificate to 
Green Thumb was awarded to Nadine Melberg. In addition, 
Cheryl Weaver and Ginny Heard gave wonderful 
presentations on the history of tea, and a lesson on napkin 
folding.

In April, the Trips and Tours Committee (Bonnie Oakden, 
Beverly Vargish, Pilar Vergara) put together a “Stroll-by 
Garden Tour” of “13” beautiful front gardens mapped out and 
visited by members and friends.  
The Trips and Tours Committee also planned three Beach and 
Trail Walks – one on Strand Beach in Dana Point, one on the 
Aliso Creek Trail in Mission Viejo, and a final launch to 
Roger’s Garden and the Farmhouse Restaurant.

We’ve been busy in our philanthropy! Carol Chirpich, 
Committee Chairman for Penny Pines, led the Club’s efforts 
sponsor two fund-raisers, raising over $3000 to help restore 
California national forests affected by the recent California 
fires, and support recovery of the fire devastation at the Big 
Basin Redwoods State Park.  Martha McCarthy orchestrated 
the efforts of our Club to work with the City of Lake Forest to 
donate a new and improved bench along Serrano Road.  
Beverly Vargish worked with the Lake Forest Daisy Scout 
Troop, teaching them about planting and caring for seeds in 
order to earn their Gardening Badge. 

Our Annual Plant sale and Garden Boutique, always held the 
Saturday before Mother’s Day, was cancelled in 2020 and 
2021 Thanks to Noel De Sota, Ginny Heard and Linda 
Martin for volunteering their driveways/front yards so we 
could hold three plant sales/mini boutiques.  With members 
donating items, volunteering, and getting the word out to our 
friends, families and Lake Forest neighbors, we raised over 
$2600 and are also enjoying getting to know new members!

Dorina Tan, Scholarship Committee Chair, presented a $1000 
scholarship to Gilberto Cabrera of the Orange Coast College. 
He’s major in Landscape Design with a focus on the 
ecosystem to improve the urban environment. His future goal 
is to transfer to Cal Poly Pomona to earn a Bachelor’s Degree, 
with an interest  in Urban Design and Regional Planning. In 
addition, Two $250 scholarships total $500 to OC Master 
Gardeners 

The Nominating Committee for the 2021-2023 Board (Noel 
De Sota, Chairman, along with Barbara Hogan and Kenton 
Boettcher) worked hard to bring a new incoming Executive 
Board together. Membership will vote for these new Board 
members at our May general meeting, and an Installation 
Ceremony will take place during our June 11 general meeting 
for the members to welcome their newly confirmed 2021-2023 
Lake Forest Garden Club Executive Board.

We would also like to Thank Ginny Heard and Ramilla 
Lewis as Co-Presidents as well as the Executive and 
Committee Board of 2019-2021 for their unlimited time and 
dedication in volunteering to make “The Lake Forest Garden 
Club” the BEST Garden Club in the World!

We look forward to our Fall kick-off and hope to see many 
new members who are interested in how to make gardening a 
central theme in their lives.  See you in September!!
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CLUB ACTIVITES
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2021-2022 Membership Dues
Jan Little (31920 Paseo Navarra, 
SJC, CA 92675; © 949-887-2791), 
and Ramilla Lewis (21041 
Providence, LF, CA 92630; (h) 
949-458-6215) will be collecting 
Membership dues for 2021-2022 

beginning immediately through June 30, 2021. 
Currently dues are $20/individual ($25/couple) through 
June 30, 2022. 

Please make your checks out to LFGC (dues through 
June 30, 2022) You will be emailed a picture of your 
receipt as proof of payment. 

This is a GREAT opportunity for your friends, family or 
neighbors to join our club. 

Note: all dues paid prior to June 30, 2021 will not 
be subject to any additional charges.

REMINDER…

This is a reminder for members that reserved a spot for 
the luncheon at the Farmhouse at Roger’s Gardens.
When: Wednesday, May 19, 2021
Times: 11:30 am. & 1:30 pm

See you all for a fun finale to our year!
Bonnie Oakden
Field Trips & Tours Committee with Bev Vargish & 
Pilar Vergara

Hospice Flowers
Memorial Care Hospice of Saddleback Hospital 
received 6 floral arrangements from LFGC on April 
28th. Slowly we will be able to participate with 
providing flowers as hospitals and homes open up to 
bringing outside items into hospice patients. 
The hospice committee will try to participate again on 
Wednesday, May 19th.  We will be notified about the 
number of arrangements needed on the second Friday 
of May.  Members of LFGC who wish to participate in 
making floral arrangements on Wednesday May 19 at 9 
am at Nadine’s home need to email Nadine at 
nadine.melberg@gmail.com  Exta greens are always 
appreciated.
We will continue through the summer making floral 
arrangements for hospice.  Let Nadine know if you are 
interested in assisting with hospice floral arrangements 
in June, July and August. Dates will be determined 
early each month. 
Contact: Nadine Melberg

949.243.2005

Celebrating our May Flowers: 
The Lily-of-the-Valley and the Hawthorn 

The fragrant Lily-of-the-Valley signifies 
sweetness, humility, and return to 
happiness.

If you want to show your loved one that 
your life is complete with them, give them a few Lily-of-
the-Valley.

The other flower is the Hawthorn plant, 
which respresents hope and supreme 
hapiness.  Hawthorn signifies that you 
want only the best for the recipient.

Expand the Forest 
Beautification Program

The Lake Forest Garden Club has contributed to the 
program for several years. Our most recent dedication 
was to honor Patti Carlson and Stephanie Gillette as 
Co-Presidents for the years 2017-2019, two Crape Myrtle 
trees were planted in Cherry Park on April 14, 2021. 
Ginny Heard and Ramilla Lewis as out going Co-
Presidents for 2019-2021 will select trees to be planted 
next year.

mailto:nadine.melberg@gmail.com


LFGC 2021 GARDEN TOUR

The Best of the Best
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CLUB NOTES 

HOW TO REACH US …

Co-Presidents: Ginny Heard
949.294.5972

Ramilla Lewis
949.458.6215

Or check our yearbook for a full listing of 
Committee Chairs

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

Thanks to Kellog’s Garden 
Products donor of the soil 

for our Plant Sale & 
Boutique.

 What to do in the Garden in June…
June is the lush month. The days are 
at their longest and they are warm, 
so the garden begins to look verdant 
and tangled in a most wonderful 
way. But there’s also a sense of 
urgency this month. It is your last 
chance to plant most of those warm-
season vegetables. Basil, cucumber, 

sweet potato, tomatillo, chard, chives eggplant, 
pepper, melon, squash, and tomato. Put them in now 
or they won’t have enough time in the heat of 
summer to mature as large a crop. (The main 
exceptions are corn and beans, which can be 
successfully planted in July.) 
Consider growing your own Halloween pumpkins 
and decorative fall corn; now’s the time to plant those 
in order to harvest by late October. 

AFFILIATIONS
California Garden Clubs, Inc.

Orange County District Garden Club

Pacific Region of NGC
National Garden Clubs, Inc.

Plant avocado and citrus trees; they feel right at home in 
the warmth of early summer and soon prove it to you with a 
flush of new leaves.

June is a good month to plant tropicals and sub-tropicals 
while it is warming up, but the days can still be cool due to 
the overcast weather. 

Established perennials that are 
blooming all summer will need to be 
fertilized this month and every 
month until they are done flowering. 
Cut back and fertilize spring 
blooming perennials and you may 
get another cycle of bloom during 
the summer. 
Keep an eye out for insect damage 
and use gentle methods such as hand 

picking and sprays of water to get control before the pests 
become too established. Remove damaged foliage or 
blooms regularly.

Submitted by Pennie Louwers  

Dear Garden Club,
It has been a pleasure editing the newsletter of the LFGC. I 
volunteered with optimism and never imagined that six 
years would pass so quickly. My experience was unique 
and the LFGC newsletter brought me so 
much joy with the Field Trips & Tours, 
Flower Show, Garden Tour, Halloween 
Contest, Christmas Party, Friendships 
and the endless programs and articles.  
Thank you LFGC for this wonderful 
opportunity.
Sincerely,  

Pilar Vergara
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