
Lake Forest Garden Club  

Board Meeting Minutes 

October 1, 2021 
Attendees:  

17 attendees: Pat Chong, Sandy Ueeck, Nadine Melberg, Carol Giovinazzo, JoAnne Gillespie, Noel De 
Sota, Diane Boeck, Latha Kumar, Barbara Foster, Bev Vargish, Kenton Boettcher, Sue Romiti, Carol 
Kocalis, Geri Medway, Linda Martin, Ann Breuer, Roxana Aird. 

The meeting was called to order by President Pat Chong at 9:23 a.m. 

Minutes: 

The minutes of the September 3 Board Meeting were approved as corrected.  

Treasurer’s Report: 

The opening balance as of August 1 was $15,935.01. Checks and withdrawals totaled $969.49. Deposits 
and credits totaled $40.00, for a closing balance of $15,005.52. Unrestricted funds, less the $4000 held for 
the community project, total $11,005.52. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership: 

Jan Little reported that the directories are being printed and will be available at the October meeting. 

Ways & Means: 

Anne Breuer reported that she spoke to Green Thumb about donations of bagged soil for the boutique. 
Green Thumb will act as intermediary, as in the past, and Anne has emailed the Kelloggs’ representative 
to request the donation. She also asked that members who have materials to donate for the succulent 
workshop wait until the workshop to bring the items, as there is no storage space for them. 

Programs: 

Sandy Ueeck reported that the October program will feature Florence LeFranc, a medicinal herbalist, 
speaking on using herbs to help during cold and flu season. She will also judge the costume contest. The 
November speaker is Bill Brooks, a Master Gardener, speaking on propagation. The December meeting 
will feature a performance by one of the El Toro choral groups. 

Butterfly Committee: 

Carol Kocalis reported that after research and consultation with Green Thumb Nursery, she recommends 
that the butterfly kits switch from tropical milkweed seed to native milkweed seed. The tropical milkweed 
can develop a fungus that damages the monarch larvae’s wing development and causes sterility. She 
believes the committee’s current budget of $500 should be enough to purchase native seeds at a 
discounted price of $2.00 per package. She will investigate the possibility of purchasing extra seed for 
club member use and to sell at the boutique. She will finalize the cost projections and number of seed 
packages that will be needed. 



Publicity: 

Noel De Sota reminded everyone that the Sun and Sail Club newsletter deadline is a month ahead of 
publication, and to get her any info for that newsletter as soon as possible. 

Hospitality: 

Carol Giovinazzo, the Lake Forest I Liaison, asked that Hospitality meet with the new Beach and Tennis 
events coordinator to ensure that she understands the club’s meeting dates and set-up requirements for the 
various meetings.  

Pre-School Garden: 

Bev Vargish said the pre-school garden event will be in late October. The pre-school will handle the 
actual planting since they are not permitting volunteers to work with the children due to COVID. 

Unfinished Business: 

Seed Exchange: 

The first seed exchange will be held at the October meeting. Members who have not contributed seeds 
will be asked to make a donation of $1 per package of seed. 

Disney Tickets: 

Kenton Boettcher reported that the Disney tickets are good through December 14, 2022, so they could be 
raffled off at the Boutique in May. There was discussion over whether the Disney ticket raffle should be 
reserved for members and Beach and Tennis Club employees, and if so, when a raffle should be held.  

Noel De Sota made a motion that the club have an opportunity drawing for two tickets in December, with 
the drawing reserved for Garden Club members and Beach and Tennis employees, and that the remaining 
two tickets be raffled to the public at the boutique in May. Bev Vargish seconded the motion. The motion 
passed.  

Kenton volunteered to handle the opportunity drawing in December. 

New Club Logo: 

Following discussion of new logo possibilities, Latha Kumar suggested using the old logo with a new, 
more readable font. A decision on a new logo was tabled for now. 

New Business 

Potential Volunteer Activity at Double R Ranch/St. Michaels Abbey Property  

Sue Romiti presented a possible volunteer opportunity for the garden club at the former St. Michael’s 
Abbey property near Cooks Corners. The property has been purchased by the Double R Ranch, a program 
run by the Orange County Rescue Mission that provides housing and support to men, women and children 
through farming and livestock care. Sue had volunteered there, clearing brush and tidying plantings in 
preparation for the first ranch residents. The ranch employees had expressed interest in having garden 
club volunteers do similar work in the future. Following discussion, it was decided that Sue will speak to 
her facility contact to get further information and a description of possible projects. She will also set up a 
date for board members to visit the facility. 



New Members: 

The board agreed to accept new members throughout the year rather than just in September and January.  

Additional Topics: 

A resident in The Woods neighborhood in Lake Forest II had asked if the club could assist with 
landscaping projects in the neighborhood. The board declined as this was an HOA issue. 

Noel De Sota suggested the club do a driveway sale in her driveway on Saturday, Nov. 13 to coincide 
with the Lake Forest Women’s Club Holiday Boutique held at the Sun and Sail Club. The previous 
driveway sale held in conjunction with the Women’s Club spring boutique was a success. Noel will 
gather more information. 

Noel also suggested putting together potted plant arrangements for the Beach and Tennis Club as a 
gesture of appreciation for their donation of meeting space for the garden club. Noel has pots that can be 
used, but she needed funds for specimen plants. Diane Boeck made a motion that the garden club budget 
$50 for the project. The motion passed. 

President Pat Chong adjourned the meeting at 10:35.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Roxana Aird 
Roxana Aird, Recording Secretary 
 

 

 

 


