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NOVEMBER 2020

The President's Buzz for November & December
November is the month to BEE thankful! With the time change and the shortened days, we remind ourselves that 
Thanksgiving will be here soon.

We had our first in-person socially-distanced Board Meeting at a beautiful local Rimgate Park this week. We are 
optimistic that we may have our annual Spring and Plant sale in 2021. However, we will bee hosting a “home” sale 
on Sat 12/12/20 in Ginny Heard’s breezeway.  All the Fabulous Finds items that were donated and plants that were 
propagated for our Spring 2020 will be sold here. Stay tuned for additional details.

We had a great attendance at our distribution of our 50th anniversary gifts; the new 2020-21 LFGC member 
directory and discount card at Heritage Hill. If you were unable to pick up your copy then, please read the article 
below for additional information.

We urge you, once again, to send your picture  for our website as a .jpg (medium size) to Suzanne Hall. Please 
contact Suzanne for details.

You will receive a copy of the revised budget for 2020-21 shortly.  We need YOUR vote urgently. Please VOTE as 
soon as you receive the budget.

December: As usual, we will not have a Newsletter, Board or General Meeting.--- but we will have a virtual 
celebration on FRIDAY, December 11 at 10:00 AM.  We hope you will join us with perhaps 1 or more members in 
your hive, or maybe just by yourself.  The host of your group should access zoom using the information that will be 
shared with you, a few days before December 11.  Feel free to show off your hosting skills with fabulous food to 
share with your friends. In addition, please read the holiday recipe share article below to share that family favorite 
recipe.

January: The next proposed Board Meeting will be on Wednesday, January 6, 2021 at 2PM; the General Meeting  
on Friday, January 15, 2021 at 10AM.  You will also receive your first Newsletter for 2021 approximately a week 
before the General Meeting.

Looking forward to BEE-ing with you – virtually or in-person.

Ginny Heard (c/949.294.5972) and Ramilla Lewis (h/949.458.6215) 
2020-2021 LFGC Co-Presidents 

http://www.LakeForestGardenClub.net


CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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FIELD TRIPS & TOURS

Need to walk off that 
Thanksgiving turkey? 
Come join us for a beautiful 
walk along Aliso Creek Trail 
starting at Norman P. Murray 
Park in Mission Viejo. 

Our last walk at the 
beach in Dana Point was 
a big hit and all agreed 
we needed a repeat.

Let’s gather, socially 
distancing and wearing our 
masks, for a healthy 
outdoor experience and 
some LFGC camaraderie!  

    Where: Norman P. Murray Center
              24392 Veterans Way
              Mission Viejo
    When:  Thursday, December 3
              10:00 a.m.
    Bring:   Sack lunch for afterwards
              Beach/camp chair

Contact Bonnie for further details;
boakden@gmail.com  949-525-2528

NOVEMBER SPEAKER
Kris Bonner will be our online 
Speaker for the Friday, November 
20, 2020.  Kris is a Master 
Gardener and his primary 
gardening interest is ornamental 
landscapes and tomatoes.
Kris will be presenting:

Succulents
Succulents are such easy plants to grow, both in the 
garden and in pots.  This presentation covers the 
history and origin of succulents, their care, feeding 
and propagation.  It also covers pests, diseases and 
recommended remedies.  Learn how to grow 
succulents in pots, in the landscape as art, and as 
houseplants.  Succulents containers will be on display 
to show the vast variety of ways to plant succulents.

REUSABLE MASKS
Homemade pleated masks made with 
100% cotton, a filter pocket and a nose 
wire will be available in a variety of 
colors and holiday prints, together with 
non-seasonal prints.  If you would like 

some for your holiday gift giving/ stocking stuffers, please 
contact Ramilla Lewis (rolewis98@hotmail.com).  A 
donation of $3-5 per mask is suggested and most of your 
donation will go to LFGC.

LFGC APRONS

If you are interested in getting your own 
personalized apron, please contact Ramilla Lewis 
(rolewis98@hotmail.com).  The aprons are the 
standard green with Lake Forest Garden Club 
embroidered on it, and you can have your name 
embroidered on it too.  The aprons are $15 which 
includes your name embroidered.

mailto:boakden@gmail.com
mailto:rolewis98@hotmail.com


MEMBERS CORNER
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

November: Chrysanthem
um, which stands for 
cheerfulness and love, 
According to Feng Shui, 
Chrysanthemums bring 
happiness and laughter in 
the house. The 
chrysanthemum is one of 

the most popular flowers, outshined only by the rose. It is 
a traditional flower to give on Mother’s Day. It 
symbolizes the qualities of optimism and joy.

Red flowers express true love, while yellow refers to a 
wounded heart, and white the virtue of honesty and the 
virtue of honesty.

The official flower of the city of Chicago is the 
chrysanthemum.

In China chrysanthemums are considered a symbol of 
stateliness and is a popular topic of many of the country’s 
poets.

Chrysanthemums are the flower of choice to give on a 
13th wedding anniversary.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

HOLLY & NARCISSUS

Holly is often associated with 
the Yuletide Season because of 
its cheerful appearance that 
exudes vibrant hues of red and 
green. For that reason alone, 
hollies, especially the English or European hollies, are 
frequently requested for seasonal decorations. 
Note, however, that hollies have prickly, sharp leaves, 
so take extra caution when handling them. That 
characteristic alone makes hollies a symbol of 
combativeness, pain, and trickery. They also mean 
aggression and defensiveness. On a positive note 
however, hollies are also associated with happiness 
and optimism.

In Christianity, the berries of hollies are believed to be 
white but stained red by the blood of Christ. The spiky 
leaves, on the other hand, are a representation of the 
crown of thorns.

THE NARCISSUS (PAPERWHITE)
The December birth flower commonly represents 
purity, sweetness, and simplicity. 
The narcissus flowers are also 
often associated with respect and 
faithfulness. While there are many 
types of flowers in the 
genus Narcissus (including 
the daffodil), the paperwhite is the 
winter-growing variety and the birth flower 
for December.

FLOWER OF THE MONTH

2020-2021 DIRECTORIES

LFGC members are eligible to one 
printed copy of the current year Directory.  
Thank you to all those who picked their 
copy during the two distribution times 

that were set up.  If you have not collected your copy 
as yet, please contact Linda Min 

(lindaymin@gmail.com) to make arrangements.

https://www.almanac.com/plant/daffodils
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Holiday Recipe Exchange for the Holidays

Since we will be unable to 
have our annual Holiday 
Potluck in December, we 
thought it would be fun to 
exchange some special 
holiday recipes between our 
members.  To participate, 
simply send your recipe(s) 

to Barbara Hogan at hoganbb774@gmail.com.  
You can send a Word doc... a picture of a handwritten 
recipe…an upload from the internet.  The recipes will be 
assembled into a digital book that will be distributed to 
the entire membership in December, with your name 
accredited to your recipe(s).  

Caring for Poinsettias

Nothing says the 
holidays like a 
beautiful poinsettia!

Poinsettias are 
natives of Mexico 
and Central 
America. They were 
first brought to the 
US in the 1820s by 
the first American ambassador to Mexico, Joel Roberts 
Poinsett. In their native habitat, poinsettias are perennial 
shrubs that can grow to be 10 feet tall. The poinsettias 
you purchase today around the holidays have been 
specially bred to grow in pots and for various shades of 
color. 

The colorful leaves on the poinsettia are often confused 
for the flowers. These leaves are called bracts. The 
flowers are the very small yellow budlike nubs in the 
center of the plant. With proper care, poinsettias will 
last well through the holiday season and can even be 
forced to bloom again. 

Here are some things to consider when purchasing your 
poinsettia to ensure that it is long lived and looks its 
best throughout the season. First, check the true flowers 
located at the base of the colorful bracts. The flowers 
should be green or red-tipped and fresh looking. If 
yellow pollen is covering the flowers, the plant may not 
hold up as well. The plant should have green foliage 
down to the soil line. The bracts should be completely 
colored. Avoid plants that have a large margin of green 
around the edges of the bract. 

Care for your poinsettia by placing it near a sunny 
window. Water the plant only when the soil is dry and 
do not fertilize while it is in bloom. Don’t let the 
decorative foil wrapping cover the drain holes in the pot 
and don’t allow the plant to stand in water. Indoor 
temperatures should be between 60 and 70 degrees for 
long plant life. Higher temperatures will shorten the life 
of the bracts. For best results place the poinsettia in a 
cool room (55 to 60 degrees) at night. Avoid 
temperature fluctuations and drafts. 

Mine the Garden for Decorative Treasures

The garden is a treasure 
trove of possibilities for 
holiday decorations. 
Pyracantha berries 
alternated with popcorn 
make attractive garlands. 
Oranges, lemons, or 
apples sprinkled with 
cinnamon or cardamom 
and stuck with whole 

cloves are delightfully fragrant pomander balls. 
Rose hips add bright red and orange colors to 
green wreaths. Herbs can trim yule logs, flavor jelly, 
give fragrance to clusters of twigs or wreaths and 
perfume the air in stovetop potpourris. Vines from 
grapes, honeysuckle, wisteria, willow, or ivy will 
bend into many usable shapes. Eucalyptus pods, 
pinecones, acorns, and magnolia leaf clusters 
provide many shades of brown. Bufford's holly, 
which grows better here than the traditional variety, 
gives us stickery-leafed green with red berries. And 
don't forget the mistletoe.

"There is always, always 
something to be thankful for."

mailto:hoganbb774@gmail.com


CLUB NOTES 

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

Thanks to Kellog’s Garden 
Products donor of the soil 

for our Plant Sale & 
Boutique.
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HOW TO REACH US …

Co-Presidents: Ginny Heard
949.294.5972

Ramilla Lewis
949.458.6215

Or check our yearbook for a full listing of 
Committee Chairs

December Tips from UCCE Master 
Gardeners of OC: 

• Garden must-dos are minimal this month, 
giving you more time to focus on the 
holidays.

• Don't fertilize or water roses this month. 
They need to harden off for winter. 

• This month is a great time to transplant. 
Just be sure to keep new transplants 
well-watered if the weather is mild and 
dry.

• Finish your planting of pre-
chilled spring bulbs, such 
as tulips and hyacinths.

• Finish planting bare-root trees, shrubs, 
roses, and vegetables. But hold off planting 
tropicals until next spring. It's still too cold.

There is a possibility of a miracle concerning 
the Whispering Hills Park site. It has been in 
limbo for some time as the city indicated 
they had no funds to allocate to the 
development of a park. Many Lake Forest 

residents have been advocating for years to develop the site 
as a Garden Park or similar, based on the community desires 
from 3 public workshops. At the October 20, 2020 regular 
City Council meeting, agenda Item No. 8, the Serrano 
Summit Plan Amendment, may have the key to funding of 
the Whispering Hills park. Briefly, the developer Lennar 
and the City agreed not to develop the 3.2-acre park, known 
as planning Area 17 (PA17), indicated in the staff report. 
The agreed upon development cost of $1.75 million dollar 
will be given to the city for recreation uses. Since the funds 
come from a park not being developed, the closest park 
(other than the nature park) and longest planning period for 
a potential park, is the Whispering Hills park site.

Those interested in seeing the Wispering Hills park 
developed are asked to speak or write to the City Council to 
allocate the $1.75 million park In-Lieu fee from Serrano 
Summit to the Whispering Hills park site. If you would like 
to attend the November 17, 2020 City Council Meeting at 
6:30 PM to speak in person during the Public Comment 
section, it would be appreciated. If you cannot attend, you 
may submit comments by email as follows: PUBLIC 
COMMENT PRIOR TO THE MEETING: 
Members of the public may submit e-comments 
to council@lakeforestca.gov.  E-comments will not be read 
at the meeting. To ensure staff receives all comments prior 
to the City Council meeting, please submit email comments 
no later than 5:00 p.m. the day of the meeting. Email 
comments received will be uploaded to the agenda packet 
and made part of the official public record of the meeting.

Requests of the City Council at the November 17, 2020 City 
Council meeting would be to allocate the Serrano Summit 
PA 17 In Lieu park funds of $1.75 million to the 
Whispering Hills Park site.
The next step is the City Council would request that the item 
be added to a future agenda, where a public hearing and 
decision could be conducted.

AFFILIATIONS
Orange County District Garden Club

California Garden Clubs, Inc.
Pacific Region of NGC

National Garden Clubs, Inc.

mailto:council@lakeforestca.gov

